From an Old COMMON-=COUNCIL-MAN 
to one of the New Common-Council for this preſent 
Year 1682. for this Honourable City of Lone. 


SIR, 


OUR Firſt buſineſs (as of all ſuch Courts) is wont and ought to be an Enquiry 
into the Qualifications of the Elettions ;, elſe to make Laws, before you know 
whether you are the proper Perſons that are Lawfully Elected to make them, 
will but :validare all you do, if it ſhall a that there are any conſiderable 
Number among you that are not duly OQualited. | : 

Now the Firſt Enquiry of Qualifications in Common-Council uſes to be, Whether there be 
any that are not Qzahfied as the Law requires, and if they be /»/pefted and named, they may 
be queſtioned as far as the Court thinks fit ; and if not Qyalifed as by Law they ought, then 
they are to withdraw, as was the caſe of ſome worthy M $in Sir Robert Claytor*s Year. , 

The Second = Ac Ranes (eſpecially if. there be any ObjeCtions or Petitions) 1s 
to look into all Elett:ons, and to appoint a Commirree to hear the Complaints, 
make Report to the Conft, and then paſs ſuch Judgment upon thoſe Elections, as to that Court 
ſhall Teem juſt and right: 2 

Under this Head there may poſlibly ſome Debaens ariſe touching the Power of determining 
the Right of Eleftion, whether it reſt in the Lord Mayor ſingly, or Mayor and Aldermen 
jorotly; or in each Alderman in his ſeveral Ward, or in the Inqueſts of the ſeveral Wards, 
Or in none of them definitively, ox whether the fole Power be not in this very Comrt it felf; 
jointly made up of Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Coumunrouurit mou © Pornmu Conn Af | 
{embled : Touching which Debates I here offer you < thoughts; thns ; When the King If- 
ſues but his Writ for Choice of. Parliament-men once, I never knew any City, Corporation, or 
Comnty come to the King to complain of UVndue Elettions, and pray a New Writ ; either before 
or after the Sheriff hath made his Kerwmn,, but the Cities, ions, Of Counties that are 
agerieved, go to the Parliament only, and to no Court or Perſon elſe whatſoever, to have Re- 
lief according to the Merits of the Cafe; and there and no where elſe Juſtice is done. 

Why then ſhould not theſe Greater Lighrs rule the leſſer, and be Precedents for the Coni- 
mon-Coyncil of the Great Merropdlis: of England, whoſe Proceedings influence (many times) 
althe other Parts of England in ſore Aﬀairs * | | 

"- Whiy ſhall any leſſer your Right by Peritioning or Receiving Petitions from any of your Wards 
in matters legally determinable no where but by this Court ? I am of Opinion, that when once 
my LordMayor,hath iſſued out his Precept,he hath done all that he is to do in the Caſe : And that 
my Lord Mayor f#ely, and ny Lord Mayor and Aldermen jointly, are bound up by the Re- 
turns of every Iqre/t of Sworn men, who do make -their Returns upon their Oaths, accord- 
ihg to ancient Cultom, the Monday after Epiphany, and not before: And my Lord Mayor ei- 
ther ſingly or jointly with the Aldermen hath no power to alter the Return of any one r 
after the Inqueſt have delivered it yoo their Oaths, under their Hands and Seals Indented. 

- How uhwarrantably have thoſe ated then who have deſired New Preveprs for New Elettions; 
and ' determined old .Eleftions' before the _— have made ahy Kerwyn at all ? For the 
Return-from' the* Inqueſt of the Names of Common-Council-men- duly Choſen in eve-' 
ry Ward, is as Nateral and as Cuſtomary and Legal a way for Rermrn of Common-Conncil-men tg 
ſerys iti Common-Coundt for this City, 'as the Retutn-of Members to ſerve in Parliament for 
Enolan2,- for the ſeveral Counties is legally by the Sheriffs Return nnder their Hands and Seals, 
ana otherways whatſoever. For are done by Indenture, bi 
| Theref: e you are obliged to imemrain-the Power of the CO mMMOn-COeit, Fo dterey mine the 

Right Returns of the EleXionsby your Inqweſts'as well as the Parliament do maintain 

this t of determining'Elettions tho? choſen by the Kings Wrs:, ' and Retutned by the 
| Kings Sheriff. Elſe if you yield this Right to a Lord Mayor ſgly, or Lord Mayor and 
of Xjdbtmen Jomtly: Then you give the Lord Mdyoran4 Aldermen a greater Priviſedge thert 

his Majeſty claims or exerciſes. _ | lh | : | p 

Another Qualifiration that may come if _ before you, is whether the Electiofhs in 
ſome" Wards were made by ſuch EleQtors as have Right of EleCting ? It is! objeed, that the 


Election in ſome Wards was over-ruled by the Votes of Unfree-men, and by the Votes of ſucit 
4s pay no Scot, nor bear no Lot ; aid by the Menacesof Officers, ©, * whereby the Inhabi- 
rants were over-aw'd, and not left free in w_ Election as they ought to be: 


MH 


&-- | 1.5 , there ought to, be a new EleRtion in ſuch Wards, or at leaſt « Remedy 
| provid inſt it for the future; For theſe” Three things are not only contrary to 
eaſon, Equity, and the Intereſt of the City, but alſo poſitively againſt an expreſs Decla- 
ration of Common-Covncil made long ſince, and ſtill aled and in full force; (being {port 

of a Report from a Committee appointed to examine ſome Qneſtions that then aroſe 
Electians of Comman-Council, and which was Confirmed by Common-Council.) Whicn & here 


» Tecl ariw, as far as it Telates to this Matter : viz. 
Thot the Numbex of C ounctbmen whtch are 02 ſhall be 
appotnted fo: each Ward in his City, o to be all FREELY Choſen 


every Pear in the Wardmote, by ſuch Jnhabitants of the ſeveral 

Wards reſpectively who are FREE-MEN of _=_ City, and do pap 
SCOTT and bear LOTT, and by the greater Number of them, and 

, Hot otherwiſe. 

Conſider well of this Ancient Precedent, and do that which ſhall be found fit for fature 


yn" om | 
or if you admit of UVnfree-men to be Electors, the Conſequence may be this , Such Unfree- 
men will undoubtedly incline always to chuſe ſuch as ſhall favour Unfree-men 1in all the Laws 
that are made ; and ſo in time this may Increaſe their Party to ſo great Number in Common- 
Council as may level all your Priviledges,and render Unfree-men equal to the Free-men, may Perhaps 
ſet up themſelves, and then Yee all Free-men out : As I underſtood was the Caſe of the City of 
Dantzick, in the Baltick, Sea. The Government of that City had been in Hands only of 
ſuch Majeſtrates as were the Calvwmmiſts. But the Seft of Lutherans increaſing and growing 
ich, the Lutherans Petitioned theGovernment that there might be One or Two of their Opinion 
admitted into the Council of Majeſtracy, but the Calviniſts ſtrennouſly oppoſed it as Dangeroxs if 
not Zpiows ;, and fo the Lutherans were for a long time kept out. Yet as laſt the brisk Sons of the 
C atuimſts being Inamoured with the Beaweifwl Daughters of the Lutherans, fell by Legal Matrimo- 
ny into theirNuptialBeds,and then made Intereſt to get one Lutheran into the Government,then 
wo, at, laſt the Adejarity, and then they quickly Voted the C alviniſts ſhould: no more be E- 
leted ; and © the Government fell wholly into the Zutherans Hands, and hath ever ſince con- 
tinued to the Excluſion of the Caluaniſts, The fatal Conſequence whereof, hath been this, 
that the Azuimoſities between the Lutherans and the Calvinifts made way for the Papiſts fo far, 
that at this day the Papiſts have as many Churches in that Renowned City as the Lutherans : 
Oh, fad fate of Diviſions Proteſtants ! But my Curioſity leading me to lnguive 
into. the true Reaſons how the Papiſts prevaiPd and got ground ſo falt : I was informed that. 
The. © alvinifts bolding a real Sacramental Preſence in the Sacrament as wein England do came 
neareſt to the Primitive: belief of the Proteſtant Religian, as was uſed in England. 
The Pgpiſt+ belding pa nr Egg in the Sacrement, which is moſt remote from the true 
- Primitive Opinion of Proteltants. 
And. the Lutherans holding Conſubſtantiation in the Sacrament, which came nearer to the 
Papiſts Tenets then the Ca/vizz/ts Opinion did ; and alſo the Lutherans ing in Ceremonies 
as the Paprfts, for the Lutherans have Altars and Candles at their Altars as well as the Papilts, 3 
(only the: Lutherans Candles not lighted, and the. Papiſts Candles are behted) Now the ; 
Lutherans coming {ſo near Papilts in Opinion Ceremonies , and having a Mul- 
titude of ſuch. Ceremonies, as the Papiſts have. Theſe things the People of that Citty 
were the occaſion of altering the Religious part of their Government : And the Reaſon 
why the Zatherans inclined to the humour of the Papiſts ; was partly to get the upper-hand of 
the Calviniſts, and partly becaufe their Ceremonies were ſo near akind to the Popiſh Ceremo- 
nies : Thus we ſee the ſad Effects and Conſequences, and the imminent Danger that may be fear- 
ed from ſuch whoſe Opinion orCeremonies in Religion, Border too near upon thePopiſh Tenets, 
They wall rather favour Popery to their own ruine, than tolerate their Proteſtant Brethren 
that differ from them in their Ceremonies. | 
My is not to. compare our peigies in England with theirs of Dantzick; nor to Ex- 
amine with what expence. of Blood in Flames of Martrydome, our Anceſtors in Exgland pur- 
chaſed our Reformation from the Superſtitions (if not Jdolatrous) Rites and: Ceremames of the = 
Church of Rome : Nor is it my buſineſs to inquire how far our Ceremonies in England do differ 
from ſome of thoſe that are prattic'd by the Whore rey No, no, I leave Chnrch-mat- | 
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ters to Church-Men, for lam one of the Church of E as Eſtabliſt*d by Law : And there- 
fore I leave that matter :.the Law ſhall think fit to alter-it by King, Lords, and Commons. 

F ogly aim.from my, Obſervations of the alteration made in the Religion part of the Go- 
vernment of that City: Todraw ſome advantage to the Civil part of Government of this 
Renowned City of London, in the Common-Canncil, whereof Sir, you are newly choſen a Mem- 
ber : And. to > loſs of all thoſo great Driviledges and Immunitics wich this City of 
London for, Ages hath flouriſhingly enjoyed, as a loyer of this City, whereof I have the 
pineſs. to,.be a Member, I could not forbear to Caution you of the great danger you may be in 
of looſing all that belongs. only to Free-men, if you admit Vnfree-men to be Electors of ſuch who 

Common-Council : Remember Dantzick, Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cau- 
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are to ſerve in 


off London, where no Vnfree-mens Childrens Eſtates 
— hath for been che beſt ſecxricy in the World for 
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of  Orphatis that loft their Eſtates in the <3, of London, and next to God I [attribute it 
to this, that Free-men being Common-Council-men, have in all Ages made it their: Caze to for- 
rife and ſecure their own Eſtates to their Orphans and their Pofterieies. + -., 

But all that they have been ſo many Ages logger be «dove 'at once ; If you let but 
one -man into the Elections, he poukdent of one Unfree Elector, tnay be a preſident for 
Two, for Two hundred, and fo at laſt Vote al Free-men out of the Eleftion: Therefore 
once again I fy, remember Dantzach, . ; 

It may be objected, why then are all Inhabitants ſumnion'd- to the Ward-Adre. ?. 

I Anſwer, it is the duty, of all Inhabitants, Free, as well as Unfree, (at leaſt once a 
year, for it is but once a year that they are fummon'd) to appear before the Alderman, and 

' Common-Council of each Ward, if for no other- Reaſon, yet this may be one, that notice 
may be taken who #: Free, and who is not. | 

But ſuppoſe it be further objccted, they are Inhabitants, and have they not Right to chuſs 
Officers ? Yes, all Inhabitants Free and Unfree, have a Right by Law to Conſtables 
and Scevingers, (which latter are but a kind of $ s the High-Wazes,) The reaſon 
is this, becauſe, every Inhabitant has a Right to the Peace that is to be kept by the Conſta- 
ble : And evety one has benefit by the Conveniences of the High-Wazes that are to be 
kept by the Surveyors; And Conſtables, and Surveyors of the Waies are Officers which the 
Law all over England takes notice of, does appoint and direct, and the Law, the Coinmou 
and Statute Laws of the Land direfts them their Duties ; But Common-Council-men are not 
appointed by any Sratxte or Common Law of the Land, but by the ſpecial Cuſtom and Laws 

the C:ty, Enafted as Laws of the City, made in Common-Council of the City.; and 
what have Vnfree-men to do with chooſing ſuch as are not choſe into Office, by the gene- 
ral Law of the Land, but by the icular Law of the City ? And if you read the Deter- 
mination of the Common-Council before cited, you find there, that it does only preſcribe 
who ſhall be Eleftors of Common-Comncil-men, it exprefly Limits the Choice only to Free-men, 
and ro fuach Free-men only as pay Scor, and bear Lot, and that this Choice ſhall be free 

Therefore keep to your own Laws, Free-men, ſuch as pay Scor and Lor, muſt; be the ſole 
Electors; ard the Elected muſt be freely Choſen ; do not let Vnfree-men into the Election 
as ye tender all your Priviledges. Do not admit ſuch for Eleftors as only pay Scot, and will 
not bear Oiſices, which I take to be the Genuine meaning of bearing of Lo. 

You have many plead Patents, and will bear no Office, not ſo much as be a Colleffor of & 
Tax; though fot King, from whom have their Pattent ; ſhall theſe chooſe whont 
they pleaſe to be their Aſes to bear their Burdens ? 
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.'- And then that the Choice may be free, don't let a Captain or any Officers ſtand and over- 


awe Men, either not to come except they Vote for them or their Aſſociates, or to threaten 

if they Vote againſt them, then O Sir, you Come with a Pike, 1 will make you bring a Muskety 

and to another, O beer bes half as dbae, yer uf find a whole Aden, = | 

To Amvings where ir is found, you may oracr Cc xif demanded 
this mil prevent Hee _ _ _—_ Neighbour-hoods, for then it cannot be 
known 15 + OC W 15 48. any . ; 

In the next place, 1 remember that at the firſt Common-Conncil that ſhall be holden in 
in Febywary Annually, you are fochuſe a Committe to manage your Rights of Fiſhing, and 0+ 
ther Priviledges at Londow-Derry in Hreland : this s to be done, or your Priviledges there are 
in- danger of being loſt, it. you do not chuſe ſuch a Committe. 

' But l remember in Sir Robers Yiners time, we hazarded the loſs. of all thoſe Iriſh Afﬀairs; 
then to loſe our Rights at Zondow z, and it was upon this occaſion; There was 2 
place then vacant in the Sheriffs Court : and the Lord had put in one pro tempore, 

preat difputes hapned between the Lord Meyor and Common-Councsl, whoſe Right it was 
tochife: The Lord Mayor would fain have put it off and go to Election of the Com- 
wirzrer for the Þiſr Aﬀairs in the firſ# place. but the Court of Common-Council then pru- 
ms ſulpullicg that. when that eſs was done, the Lord Mayor might take up his 
and be. gone, and fo diſſolve the Court, refus'd it. | 

++ I remember the: Lord. Mayor to induce them to ſettle the Committee, fr, urged the 

danger. of the: loſs of all their Concerns of Londow-Derry, if they did not their Com- 

mittee at that time : but a worthy Member wiſely replied, we had rather loſe our Rights at 

OOIAIDS GS ISS , © the Eleftion of a Judges place, 

the Shreifts Court; 1s. | | ; : 

And the very like caſe may happen to- come —_—_ this year, for a Judges place is 
now alf6 void m the: Shreiffs: Com, by the Death of Mr. S; | 

Thereforc mainwai-the Aicuf zbs Gunumuur Guilt wEKRG a Judge to fit there : For it 
+ modoabtedly-your Right to'Chuſer one 

And then be ſure Chuſe a wiſe ſober man, and a Luwyer ;, and one that does un- 
derſtand the Pratticy of the Carr: You are 110t liniitted to-any Booby in 4 Biggin 3 you are 
Ft to-chafe whom you pleaſe; But have 2 care of ſuch = Completieat fromthe Chair,as this, 
Gentlemsn, - 1 allow that your Elevdion. is-free, Bug 1 recommend ſach a one to yon, who 1 think, 5s-the 
fitteſt man ;, and*theh ſome of your own Members, that deſigh to Zerray your Rights, may 

rhaps ſtand up with the ſecond Part to the ſame txne, and wheedle further thus, Gentlemen, 
zeing the Chair does not inſiſt upon it as a Right, as ſome of his Predeceſſors have done, but leaves 
it £0 Ks py irs gratis the Cone, filed with ſo Honwerdble and Worthy a Pry , and 
let us ſhew our Reſpe to the Chair, by chuſing this Man, or one of thoſe Men named by the Chair, 
nd yu ey Right wile pre 'becanſe Choſen by 8. © 1 | 

o ſuch I would. anſwer, That for my part 1 pay as great Honour avid Reſpeft to the Perſon int 
this Chair, as ever I did v0 any of hi Pradeeefors But this talk, of Gratifying the Chair, us / 


"ab 4 h 
bt a new p "of SELLING the Place to One, "Two, or Three; fiom whom the Chi ry have d Pro- 
miſe of - cification {as they call it ) for only Naming thtm by the Chair,” in" hopes you may: be 
wheedled to Chuſe One -of "thoſe that the Chair - jeems to recommend to you. * 9! 2G 
© Therefore beware of- theſe mer that ſeek to get the place This Way, for. beſides that” ib is 
a dire Violation of a Statute 'in force, he that will-direftly or indirefQtly Buy a Judicial 
Place will Sell:'Juſtice; Therefore to prevent thoſe Under-hand Praftices (which- are too often 
uſed). and to daſh all Recommendation of others by Lerters, let your Choice be only of ſych 
a'man as'isNominated by Towy Selves, and by no body elſe whatſoever ; and then your Volun- 
tary Free-Choice- will be an- Obligation on. him, and (it will be a SarisfaQtion to all People 
that ſhall-c to- your Sheriffs Court for Juſtice, when every body may hear and know that 
_ the Judge ſits there, did-not pmrchaſe- his Place, nor came to it by the Recommendation 
of any Great Man, nor by Nonunation of the Chazr, nor by any kind of Fraud or indirect 
Means; bit by his 'own- Juſt 24r:4 and fitneſs for the Place, and by the Free: (Nommarion as 
well as) Elefvon>of Your Selves. 
' Then'wAl Pedple be ſatisfied that tliey ſhall have Juſtice from ſuch a Judge, who obtains 
his Placeby Merit and not-by Money , which will bring bdth Profit and Honour to your City 
Courts,-for- Men need not deſpair of having Juſtice that have Right on their ſides. of; 
- Snſpe& al[thoſe Men, that would tempt you to Gratifie the Char, leaſt they may have ſome 
private end 7 Far you may hazzard your fiurwe Right, by ſuch Eratilying, or paying ſuch reſpegt 
to the Chair --yww. For if you chuſe any Man now, upon ſuch ſuggeſtions of Reſpect, &c. 
to the Chai, then you give ground, for the farwre for the Chair to claim the ſame Refþect ; 
and it will be'adiſ-reſpeCt to deny it to every one in the Chair hereafter; and ſo in time the 
Point may be gained from you, that the Right is in the Chazy to Eleft, as you know of late. one 
didÞ and perhaps He had no better ground, but only becauſe the Charr had. that Re- 

In "rea this Rept? el) ney bo ſufelled would never have breir cxputied fg 
« ++In*trathi | 4as 1t-is called) may be /«ſpefted would never have been expected from 
- Bower ons Perquiſute hath uſually ded the Chair therewith directly or indirectly 

ore or after,” yea ſometimes there have- been Benefits (not to ſay Money) given for the Place, 
Which perhapsthe Chair hath not dire&tly known of, as when Wife, Children, Relations or 
Friends have been underhand deft withall. 

. Therefore, the ſureſt way to prevent all Indir 
Selves; - which pray remember as an eſpecial Maxijtn. 
{Amther thing 1would mind you of, is, the Quo Warramo that is talked: of z - I cannot tel 
what the full Intent of that Q»o Warrantomay be ;, but be ſure to take care of the Commrree, 
that ThalF beichoſen to marinage'your Defeace, leaſt you chuſe ſuch, who inſtead of making Legal 
Defence, may out of pretence ofa ſort of Zeal, join and yield p what they are Commillioned 

. you to Afert and Marmtain. © > | 

Alſo, pray have acare of the old wheedle,. that may be ſet on foot, as formerly was done by 
x le Gentleman, when Tne Cour cwas (us you: Panceceening for Sitting 

ts- were - offc for, . and againſt it. One Argument 


of "the "Palilimient i- And -A 
that Worthy Perſon then urged, was thus Oh ''there is 4 Quo Warranto againſt the Ci | abecd 


iſes, ; is to chuſe one nominared by Your 


the WEIGHING! aid WATERBAYLIGE. And thereis aVerdilt Fg Amy 
7H favonr of the Unfreemtn that have got the QUO WARRANTO #1 | 
y are juſt ready - to enter GMENT againſt the City. And this may be a loſs of a 
which the City makes by thoſe Duties. -. 
{the Tourt 'at- thi? time by Petitions 
"wnd ſb fhop Judgment. And this 
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;you are ſure of a (New and one that is) bereer 

anew bone that is better, © before you have.a Parliament : For 

onfitned by ſeveral Ats of Parliament : ore to all ſuch Motions 

rh; tors cn du only thus : Yes, Sir,” as foo as we ſee 4 Pare 

ariconfirm a better, then;it wiltbe rime endugh to think of Bying;down of this, in 

hopes of a better, but not till then. —No, no, defend this you haveby:ali Zegal ways, and 
partmwith-notting but whartheLaw- foarcepyow unto: / in ge 1h ny 277 hy. 

..S of Wy One IE Caoars can-be taken from: yah, 'the Reſt : If a forfeitary of _ S 
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Two ſhould bopreterided,yer:youcanng Sg nn 
. You, have Proviſo's in your Charter, that a Miſcarriageof- a 44qyur /or. Sheriffs, ar Miſuſey 


"6f Abaſes tall ;not” forfier 'thewhole.: : 'S a *\ ar £ FUOR LN "T4 

- "]#-4 wordz/ nothing; but your . own:Att:of. Conmor-Camcit:can Cancel your Charter, and jf 
you &6 pelvany /uch At, Then your: own Memories ought. for-exer. tobe. Carceled and for- 
Fent, revey chipgy exceps for popenal Diſgiee ind-Infany. =» 51 
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